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BSc Tech (1954), PhD (1957): Manchester University 

(Chemical Engineering)

(1957) Scientist - Harwell Laboratory of the UKAEA

(1976) Head of the Thermal-Hydraulics Division

(1968 – 1982) Heat Transfer and Fluid Flow Service 

(HTFS)

(1985) Professor (part-time) – Imperial College London

(1990) Professor (full-time)

(1993-1999) Courtaulds Professor of Chemical 

Engineering 

(1999-2019) Emeritus Professor

CAREER
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President of the Heat Transfer Society (1978, 2000)

President of the IChemE from 1989-1990

President of the ICHMT (2007-2010)

Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering (1985)

Fellow of the Royal Society (1989)

Fellow of the Institute of Chemical Engineers (IChemE)

Founding Editor of Heat Transfer Eng. and Multiphase Sci. and Technol.

Donald Q. Kern Award, AIChE (1981)

Max Jakob Memorial Award – ASME (1995)

Luikov Medal (1996)

Nusselt-Reynolds Prize (1997)

Foreign Member – National Academy of Engineering (USA) (1998)

Global Energy Prize, World Economic Forum (2007)

ICMF Senior Multiphase Flow Award (2007)

Imperial College Medal (2016)

IChemE Council (1994), Green (2000) and MM Sharma Medals (2017)

Honorary degrees from Louvain (1988), Heriot Watt (1995) and UMIST (1998)

HONORS & PRIZES
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BOOKS
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PAPERS
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LEGACY

1999

2017



Biography – The Royal Society

“Geoffrey Hewitt produced much original work on diffusion, fluid flow and heat transfer in channels, heat 

exchangers and porous media, particularly for multiphase systems. In the 1960s, Geoffrey established the 

basic characteristics of two-phase flow and was the first to demonstrate experimentally the mechanism of 

‘burnout’. The link between theory and experiment was summarised in 1970 in his well-known book with 

Nicholas Hall Taylor, Annular Two Phase Flow, and his book on Measurement of Two Phase Flow Parameters was 

published in 1978. Subsequently, Geoffrey identified for the first time the existence of ‘disturbance waves’, 

the dominant interfacial phenomenon in annular two-phase flow. He made important original contributions 

to our understanding of droplet motion. In 1967, he initiated and managed the Heat Transfer and Fluid Flow 

Service, which provides industrial design and operating information on heat exchangers for 180 companies. He 

was elected President of the Heat Transfer Society in 1978, and received the 1980 Donald Q. Kern Award of 

the American Institute of Chemical Engineers.”
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“Pure curiosity is still what drives me 

today, and is the most important 

component of my work. Without curiosity 

you cannot get excited about scientific 

research. It is all about creating the 

spark and igniting the curiosity in people’s 

mind to get them involved”

GEOFF HEWITT 


